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joy, Lord Siva performed an Ananda tandavam i.e. the dance
of happiness. It is said that even while dancing with abandon,
Siva followed the tenets laid down in Bharatha sastra for the
dance steps. All the devas appreciated the dance. -Seeing this
Ambika also got a desire to dance along with Sankara. In course
of time, the dance became a competition between the two as
to who was excelling the other. They went to Satyaloka and
asked Brahma to give the verdict Brahma advised them to go to
Thiruvalangadu, a place near Kanchipuram. He said He would
give his verdict after watching the dance there. Accordingly,
Siva and Parvati danced at Thiruvalangadu. But Brahma was
not able to-decide who between the two was better. Indra was
also present. They decided that only Perumal in Tirupparkadal
would be in a position to give a verdict. Accordingly, Gangadhara
and Ambika went to Thirupparkadal. Achuta looked at them
and said that He would watch their dance at Thillai vanam. He
said that He would come there as Sabapathi and give a verdict.
Meantime, -en asura by name Valan had been killed by
Indra, The brother of that asura by name Valkali assembled a
number of other asuras and had a pitched battle with the devas.
He defeated the devas and virtually chased them out of Devaloka.
Indra ran to Parkadal and fell at the feet of Apathbhandava and
prayed to Him to help. Lord Vishnu advised him to go to Thillai
Thiruchitrakutam. He said He would be shortly going there to
watch the dance of Siva and Parvati. He said He would give
Indra the necessry weapon at that place and help him to defeat
the asuras.
Vishnu reached Thiruchitrakutam. He went to the Rat-
nasaba, sat on the throne shaped like Omkara asanam. Siva
was also present at the RatnasabaL He started his dance. Hear-
ing the tinkling noise of the dancing bells, Parvati also came
rushing. Perumal then laid down the rules for the contest He
said that the dance should conform to the rules prescribed in
the Bharatha sastra and that each should repeat whatever was
the dance mudra performed by the other. If any one of them
failed to repeat the performance, He/She should accept defeat.
Further, any violation of the Bharatha sastra principles will also
result in declaration of defeat Whoever was thus declared as